Abstract of the Disclosure 
A guiding catheter for use in coronary angioplasty and 
other cardiovascular interventions which incorporates a 
plurality of segment of selected .flexural modulus in the shaft 
5 of the device. The segments which have a different 

flexibility than the sections immediately proximal and distal 
to them, creating zones in the catheter shaft which are either 
more or less flexible than other zones of the shaft. The 
flexibility and length of the shaft in a given zone is then 

10 matched to its clinical function and role. A mid-shaft zone 

is significantly softer than a proximal shaft or distal 
secondary curve to better traverse the aortic arch shape 
without storing too much energy. A secondary zone section is 
designed to have maximum stiffness to .provide optimum backup 

15 support and stability. 
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